Social and environmental factors associated with the risk of child mortality in a peri-urban community in The Gambia.
A group of 479 children born in a peri-urban West African community during a two-year period was studied in an attempt to identify social and environmental factors associated with the risk of dying in early childhood. Comparison of the characteristics of the 17 children that had died with those of the 462 survivors suggested an increased risk among the children of self-employed women, and among children living in compounds in which animals were kept. Of 500 mothers who were studied (including some whose children were born elsewhere), 145 had experienced at least one child death. When these 145 women were compared with the remaining 355, several factors related to living conditions, maternal education and health knowledge were found to be associated with the risk of child mortality.